
 

Alexis Nicholson 
linkedIn/alexis-nicholson | alexisdnich@gmail.com | alexisnicholson.com - username: guest, password: d3s1gnw3rk 

 
EDUCATION 

Diablo Valley College – A.A. in Interaction Design for Web & Mobile  ​ Expected May 2027  

The Odin Project – Full-Stack Web Development ​ Expected June 2027 

University of Washington – Master of Human-Computer Interaction & Design ​ Aug 2021 

University of Nevada, Reno – B.S. in Neuroscience; Minor in Psychology  ​ May 2017 

 

EXPERIENCE 

Contract AI Trainer – Design Expert, Handshake AI Fellowship – Remote ​ Dec 2025 – Present 

●​ Developed and evaluated design-specific prompts to assess the performance and creative 

capabilities of large language models (LLMs). 

●​ Audited LLM generated outputs for scientific accuracy, clarity, and depth in visual communication, 

storytelling, digital and human-centered design concepts. 

●​ Improved AI knowledge of complex visuals, audio, and text through critiques. 

●​ Conducted async research to support prompt creation and assessment tasks. 

 

Founder & Multimedia Designer, Blue Cove Productions – Antioch, CA ​ Nov 2017 – Present 

●​ Grew video views by 28K+ and impressions by 1K+ across YouTube/Instagram through 6+ short films 

and 15+ short and long-form videos within six months. 

●​ Reduced content planning by 6 hours per week by creating a data-driven calendar and scheduling posts. 

 

UX Designer, StoryShift.AI LLC – Remote ​ May 2024 – Sep 2024 

●​ Built the 0→1 design of a B2B platform for developers to manage GenAI tools in 2 months, 

accelerating implementation and product demos that attracted 3 clients and investor interest. 

●​ Defined the product’s role and technical feasibility in collaboration with cross-functional teams, 

eliminating ambiguity and aligning designs with business goals. 

●​ Spearheaded a 3-person WCAG-compliant brand redesign that made StoryShift credible to 

investors and candidates, driving a 90% increase in LinkedIn engagement. 

 

UX Designer, Tahzoo LLC – Remote ​ April 2024 – Sept 2024 

●​ Secured a Fortune 500 client contract renewal by redesigning a generative AI agent, creating a 0-1 

AI marketing platform, and closely collaborating with devs to deliver everything 1 week early. 

●​ Demonstrated leadership on a lean design team by implementing showcase meetings, 

introducing async critiques, and juggling project takeovers. 

●​ Orchestrated design workshops and postmortems, identifying gaps and aligning with client needs, 

boosting design impact by 30%. 
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●​ Revamped the talent acquisition strategy for screening designer portfolios/resumes by creating a 

best practices guide and participating in 10+ panel interviews that led to hiring 3 designers. 

 

UX Design Intern, Tech Fleet – Remote​ Nov 2022 – June 2023 

●​ Designed a responsive social web platform for a LGBTQ-based non-profit, incorporating low-bandwidth 

solutions and robust security features that improved user accessibility and trust in the platform. 

●​ Liaised with engineers to align platform features with security and performance standards, protecting 

user data and optimizing experience. 

●​ Executed 15 usability tests on hi-fi profile and friend management mockups with end users, 

gathering feedback that led to improved usability and increased user excitement about the product. 

●​ Managed and maintained the design system, ensuring organization and adherence to guidelines, 

resulting in a 90% improvement in team efficiency and Material Design component creation speeds. 

 

Film & TV Actor, Glorioso Casting (Paramount Pictures) – Vallejo, CA​ June 2017 – Nov 2019 

●​ Earned SAG-AFTRA Union eligibility by acting in 10+ TV shows & films productions. 

 

Cognitive Neuroscience Research Assistant, University of Nevada, Reno ​ Aug 2015 – Aug 2017 

●​ Received co-authorship on a scholarly, peer-reviewed journal article for recruiting, testing and 

analyzing behavioral data from 15 participants in an experimental neuroplasticity study. 

 

Freelance Graphic Designer, Freelancer – Antioch, CA ​ Sept 2007 – Dec 2012 

●​ Delivered 10+ social media layouts, photo edits, and party invitations for commissions and 

pre-made designs, demonstrating self-taught graphic and web design skills. 

●​ Co-founded Corazón, a MySpace graphic design service, and grew it to 1.2K followers in 2 months 

by creating engaging content and collaborating with designers and 8+ brand ambassadors. 

●​ Directed graphic design efforts for HS leadership team for 3 years, capturing the attention of 600+ 

students and encouraging their participation in events and team functions. 

 

SKILLS 

UX Design: User-Centered Design, Prototyping, Wireframing, Interaction Design, Information Architecture, 

Storyboarding, Usability Testing, User Research, Competitive Analysis, Accessibility & WCAG Compliance 

Project Management & Process: Agile, Time Management, Project Organization 

Software: Figma, FigJam, Adobe Creative Cloud, Jira 

Programming Languages: HTML, CSS, JavaScript (learning) 

 

PUBLICATIONS 

●​ Scurry, A. N., Vercillo, T., Nicholson, A., Webster, M., & Jiang, F. (2019). Aging Impairs Temporal 
Sensitivity, but not Perceptual Synchrony, Across Modalities. Multisensory Research, 32(8), 671-692. 

●​ Breaking the Silence series via Bootcamp. 

https://thoughtsbyalexis.medium.com/list/breaking-the-silence-b74f33c1bb7e
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