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) TO BY JOELWOTT UNSPLASHE

THE CURRENT ISSUE

MYCO is the proposed design response to the core problems
present in the creator industry. Our primary research
showed that most micro content creators, individuals with
3,000 to 50,000 aggregate followers, experience creative
burnout, struggle with feelings of isolation from most
social media platforms and increasing audience pressures.
With a budding uncertainty in how the future of the
creative industry will continue to evolve, mainly the
everchanging algorithms, creator’s are desperately in need
of a solution that will improve their well-being, motivate
them to continue creating, and exist as a lifeboat in the
tumultuous sea of the creator industry.
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PLATFORMS FORCE CREATORS ONTO A “SINGLE PATH”
TOWARDS SUCCESS.

Most creators rely on the success formula:
audience + algorithm = growth and impact.
However, this single track can compromise their
passion, purpose, and well-being.

A CREATORS’S EVOLUTION IS NECESSARY FOR THEIR
WELL - BEING BUT RISKY TO THEIR CAREERS.
Meaning creators are not able to shift towards
content they actually want to create without
receiving backlash from their audience.

PLATFORMS ARE DESIGNED FOR CONSUMERS AND NOT FOR
FOSTERING CREATOR-TO-CREATOR RELATIONSHIPS.
Platforms fail to encourage interactions between
creators because creator-to-audience
interactions are where the money remains,
leaving creator networks weak.

WHAT IF WE GAVE EQUAL VALUE TO CREATOR-TO-CREATOR
RELATIONSHIPS?

This hunch, derived from insight 3, formed the basis of
MYCO. A way to limit isolation amongst creators, boost
their desires to create while also limiting draining
interactions with their audiences.



ONBOARDING

APPLY TO MYCO

(+<T) i e ault Rl i A flexible application process,
akin to the college admissions

WELCOME process, that looks at a variety
Lol (ede) Lo of factors including...

e Follower count

e Time active on primary platform

e Posting consistency
e Application essay (300 words)

ACCEPTED TO MYCO

AR‘ HI I E‘ I U RE Once the application is reviewed by MYCO, then the creator recieved an

affirmative response through email (which they submit along with their
application).

CREATE ACCOUNT

After getting accepted, the creator is able to sign up for a MYCO
account.

MYCO HOMEPAGE

A flexible application process, akin to the college admissions process,
that looks at a variety of factors including...

(o)
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EXPLORE LIBRARY

=

‘?
OUTDOORS |

PHOTOGRAPHY |

TN

v
MYCO CREATOR |
OUTDOORS

SEARCH AND FILTER

]

SEATTLE

S
MYCO CREATOR

Once the application is
reviewed by MYCO, then the
creator recieved an
affirmative response through
email (which they submit along
with their application).

FHEIEE] o oo | Qe x

111111111111 |;|g|.

BRASH CREATOR
Ve et .
»-

s
MYCO CREATOR

Using the search bar at the
top, creators can search for
other creators, collectives or
projects using keyterms.

S-STUDENT: SESSION SKETCH CLUB

Session:
Sketch_Glub

YCO CREATOR

SELECT COLLECTIVE
o] o oo | o (D x [ e + =[] @
If the viewer were to click on
[ x

an actual project, they would
see contributors as well as
their files added to that
project.

APPLY TO COLLECTIVE

ason :)

S-STUDENT |

COLLECTIVE

S-Student Collective is a growing group of

that work
on blogging, live streaming, and helping
one another through their creative

journey

Scroll to explore

Creators apply to collectives
through their collective
homepages. As long as there
are fewer than 6 members, they
can apply. Unlike Myco’s
application process,
collectives can set their own
criteria for an application.

ACCEPTED TO COLLECTIVE

Ton Y .- - |
S-STUDENT ) S-STUDENT
i pe Before you begin, lets get your space set up
MYCO profile.
‘A WARM WELCOME :)
[ Create New ] [ Sync Profile ]
15
v
MASON

After getting accepted into a
collective, creators can sync
up their profiles with the
collective’s to move over
their profile, projects (if
they have them) and other
information to be a part of
the homepage.

SELECT COLLECTIVE
BEIElo] o oo | o (EEEED x [ et « =[] @
The clusters reorganize
S-STUDENT o] themselves depending on the
e = = keyterms, and the most
EASY GOING B = M
-! ) relevant clusters (in this
i b Tweasq Case, collectives) are placed
1“-E|o'“ in the center of the screen.
Se;sian l;andum : [
11 MHCI+D
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INVITE TO SESSION

JAM SESSIONS

o s o=

. _/
941 B

Tuesday, Aug

R s in

IDEATION
CREATE YOUR OWN WORLD

SESSION! \V/

N

Creators recieve invitations to jam sessions through
email, phone or just via their MYCO
account—depending on the settings that they
selected. They can collaborate within and outside of
their collective. That is up to the person who sets
up the session.

5%

hg Random

Oh lucky you! You got the Show and Tell

card for your session today! Make sure to
follow the instructions, but also have fun
with it. Happy Creating. :)

@

SHOW & TELL
¢

Do you have something
you’re working on?
Do tell

e

SHOW & TELL

Your Work in Progress

Once they accept the
invitation, other members of
the session are informed. They
can go to their desktop to
join the session at the
alloted time.

SESSION START

oB

MYCO LIBRARY

UPLOAD

Description

Native Garden: I think that there was
a sinilar video done by Zoe King last
nth.

(o | @
!' -~ The workspace begins out
5 — populated with one cluster
o that contains the prompt card
E selected for the session and
: additional files/image/links
s that will aid in the goal of
the card session.

— @+ o]l & = B) E

UPLOADING CONTENT

(«JI=T -] e @

Using the bottom bar, those
within the session are able to
upload content into the
workspace.

ADDING CONTENT

Loading.

13
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That content can be dropped
into two spaces: onto a node
which would create a new
cluster (shown) or within an
existing cluster. Content
within clusters are often
grouped by similar ideas.

2
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LIBRARY DRAWER

j-: |8 | MYCO LIBRARY

LIFE OF A NATIVE
PLANT _ PLANT
| PROJECT

§

H

I H

2:40 MIN

Another source for content is
the library drawer which
connects to the MYCO library.

a0

MYCO LIBRARY

I cHoose nooE @[+

_NATIVE _AMSTERDAM  ecor
o
©
ADDING FROM LIBRARY
®
l' Adding content from the
=] - library to the workspace works
exactly the same as adding any
E other content.
- L, N
i 5
WORKSPACE PATHS
[w[E T o] EIN N

The creators within this
session would continue this
process of adding in content
from different sources,
commenting, etc. until the
session leader decides to end
the session.

15
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END OF SESSION

S-STUDENT CREATIVE
=4 ITERATION

oy

MYCO LIBRARY

Finally,

the session leader

would complete the session and
be prompted to name and tag
the session.

MHCI+D
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OVERALL STRUCTURE

LIBRARY

MY
PROFILE PAGE PROJECTS SESSIONS CONNECTIONS COLLECTIVES DETAIL VIEW
- CURRENT PAST COLLECTIVE
PROJECTS SESSIONS HOMEPAGE
VIEW NEW PROJECT J— R
ESSION
SESSIONS SESSIONS CONNECTIONS HISTORY
NEW SESSION
MHCI+D MHCI+D
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STORYBOARD

MHCI+D

OUR KEY FLOW

During the design phase of this entire process, we wanted
to develop a solution that would and could address all of
the problems and insights we gained from conducting our
research. However, due to the complicated nature of this
space, the time allowed, and our mental sanity, we knew
that we could only focus on so much. We needed to pick
the right moments to build-out while attempting to
showcase our experience created.

This section will break down our storyboard and some of
the critical screens we designed to get this point
across. The start of our storyboard will primarily be
context to give the reader and or viewer an understanding
of the problem being addressed.

MHCI+D
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CONTEXT

Context

FOLLOWERS
4,238

YCO Commu

This is Mason, a fulltime student at
the university of washington

Beyond his studies he spends a lot
of his time filming, editing, and
making amazing videos for his
Youtube channel.

Mason has been working on his
Youtube career for a while now and
gathered a decent following of loyal
fans that love his work.

MHCI+D

MHCI+D

Recently, Mason has been feeling
unmotivated to create, he's been
producing the same type of content
day in day out since gaining more
engagement to keep his audience
happy and his growth steady. Mason
dosn’t want to lose this success but
he also dosn’t want to lose his
passion for creating. Mason feels
stuck.

One night, while scrolling through
TikTok, Mason sees someone talking
about a creator-only platform where
people can share ideas and
collaborate with one another and
build a community around their
passions.

22



MYCO DISCOVERY

That platform is MYCO, a space built
up of small collectives that spark
inspiration and foster community as
creators move through their online

WELCOME

TO MYCO careers.

WICO 35 0 crastor only space that wild
el you nat only Gevelope as  creator,
Dot tom & communs

Since applying to and joining MYCO,
Mason has access to a repository of
collectives, creators, projects, and
more. Mason can use this information
as inspiration for future content or
as a way to explore and meet others
within the MYCO community.

ARy

MYCO Library viewing clusters
of collectives

Collectives Vv

@ - TT-le O
@0

MYCO CREATOR
i 9

LIVE OR LIVE

MYCO Library viewing clusters
of collectives

N\

MYCO CREATOR

e When a cluster is hovered
on, they will become the
primary view.
EASY GOING

All other clusters will
reduce in opacity and be sent
to the back.

s

MYCO CREATOR

23 MHCI+D

Collectives v

-] @

MIeTo] o oo | o [EEEDD

C= )+

Characteristics Session: Sketch Club

S-STUDENT

Slives

: -

m Creator: Camm

Session: Random

MReTo] o oo | o (D

S-STUDENT: SESSION SKETCH CLUR

Session:
Sket

.

View X

_

\ Contributor
- Jenny M.
Part time Plant Lover

Some Contributions

Next Contributor

& Collective Summary

MHCI+D

LIVE OR LIVE
Iy

\ @ ) E——

b a ¥

CREATOR

';‘Q.I.WW ]

¢

While exploring MYCO, Mason finds a
Seattle-based collective made up of
creators who are also full-time
students. Mason decides to apply to
join this collective

c Selected cluster view of
collective, showing more

detail

Project within a collective
and members who have
contributed.

Nonselected clusters sent

to back to increase focus
on heirarchy on selected
collective

View of selected project
within a summary cluster.

Preview of a contributer
within a project and the
collective.

The raw files and resources
added to that project

View button allowing the
viewer to see the full
project.

24



Beyond his amazing collective
members, he can also access MYCO's
jam sessions to foster collaboration

JOINING A COLLECTIVE

Title and bio section of
collective.

‘nn Home Explore Vs Q QSession -+ a

One day, Mason receives a
notification saying that the
Seattle-based student collective he S-STUDENT

applied to has accepted him as one COLLECTIVE

of six full-time members. o

Student Collective is a growing group of
Seattle based student creatives that work
on blogging, live streaming, and helping

Hey Mason :)

MIKE P

Members in the collective,
also indicates online vs
offline based on opacity.

Whatever hero image is up
one another through their creative

(creators) you can view all
in bottom right.

journey.

Scroll to explore
J, Active Members View All

Top CTA is a start a jam
session or join, if one is in

progress.

or spark inspiration within the
collective.

Within his new collective, Mason has
unique and talented creators such
as.. Gina, twitch streaming poet

Sessions section, start and

SESSIONS create UI populates on hover.
IDEATION SOGAL
SNED 22 . Current Session / Project, on
CREATE YOUR OWN WORLD R TN

hover media previews.

Margot, an Instagram influencing

plant enthusiast, and many more with
varying niches and talents.

Collective Connections,

this is based on

MYCO
COMMUNITY

: connections of the creators
Uniaue Plant Content =04 within the collective.

CONNECTIONS SESSION HISTORY

L

o Session History, showing all
past sessions and projects

for file usage.
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Margot's draft for her plant Youtube
channel is picked as the starting
point. Margot says she wants to try
something new and change things up
but is clueless about where to
start.

COLLABORATION

MYCO Library access,

°
o
z
z

randomizer, and card picker.

While studying, Mason notices an (] e"“
invitation from Gina and Margot to e i-= Starting cluster with prompt,
join an "ideation" Jam Session at 0 (g 2 mmﬁ“ @ description, and files.
2:00 pm the next day. ) -,u,g\
3 1N
-e Action bar with audio

recorder, commenting tool,

MYCO LIBRARY

Dratt trom upcoming

mind ing
Strisiteloviriates Video. And Raw Files

and outside file access.

Live video and audio of those

in the session.

o+ o] & = H)

As the session progresses Mason and
Gina can add examples from outside

During their Jam Session, MYCO resources or the MYCO library within
randomly chooses the card “show and workspace for inspiration from other
tell.” MYCO creators. As they begin to
think of ideas around Margot's

MYCO instructs each collaborator to channel, they can each use their

upload any current draft concepts expertise to work on the actual

they have been working on. content Margot has supplied.

Con | @ (@) [Popoco WYCD Livrery vith
—— thumbnails of usable resources
. ® 0 Category indication for the MYCO LIBRARY and content.
: type of MYCO session, this is 0
0 random. W | Qwene X | — m o A draggable thumbnail of
E@panm LIFE OF A NATIVE e another MYCO members content.
Current MYCO card chosen, as PLANT PLANT i-%
SHOW & TELL PROJECT /i
IDEATION + well as the prompt. etive
JAM-SESSION D ot : 0 A collaborators cluster,
o' woing e { == that hosts their ideas and
o tell... ) A ‘ g,m
Upload drafts, ideas, or any e CTA / action a110w1nq the :onecuvnle Collective: files.
Oh lucky you! You got the Show and Tell other content you'd like to . AMS CRTIVES "/ UK Plant Crew
GO R [ COrn e R TG S 6o share with your session user to enter the session. i
follow the instructions, but also have fun nates
with 1t. Happy Creating. ) SHOW & TELL — NATIVE AMSTERDAM fucor
@ Vs (25 €80 Gegead PLANT T Crr I o A resource from the MYCO
_ Enty . . . Content
’E . o Indicator of who is in the SHOWATELL @] a o - Library that has been dragged
session at that time. - - - into the session.

27 MHCI+D MHCI+D 28
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MYCO LIBRARY

OB

=

29

FINISH V1 I

For example, Mason can work on video
editing,

And Gina can help with the
copywriting and song selection.

By the end of a session, they not
only have a repository of great
ideas and inspiration but even new
content that showcases each of their
unique skills and expertise.

e o Start of the collaboration

LIFE OF A

session.

A connecting node between
different clusters.

Textbox of someone building
off of someone elses idea
in the session.

Iteration of original content
by another collaborator in
session. It’s downloadable
for use.

MHCI+D

MHCI+D

The collaboration doesn't stop once
a session completed. Members of that
group can continue working on
content made within that jam session
and even define directions within
that Jam session as a project to
further pursue.

As time passes, Mason collaborates
with fellow creators, works on
multiple projects, and brainstorms
ideas outside of his comfort zone
within multiple collectives.

Not only has MYCO inspired mason,
But Mason has been able to inspire
those around him with his creative
footprint.

MYCO, not just a tool..
-but a community.

30
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VISUAL SYSTEM

MHCI+D

OUR BREAKDOWN

The visual system of MYCO was an exciting journey. We
started in more of a classic grid and began to work in a
more linear visible fashion. However, after a lot of
iterations, we ended up landing on something a bit
different. While researching social sites and
competitors, everyone had a similar polished “Dribble”
style to them. However, this style makes sense for the
trend that is happening today. We knew that the current
social platforms that all looked the same were no desired
by content creators.

After speaking with some of our content creators, we
learned that the old school content creators most enjoyed
non-algorithmic models due to their transparent and
unapologetic nature and style. With this in mind, we
developed MYCO.

MHCI+D




n Buttons

4 N\
[ View All ] Web Inactive Accept Mobile Inactive
I . J
4 N
Colors
View All Web Active Accept Mobile Active
. J
Containers
#FCE762 #FOTBT72 #FFBOD1 #F2F2F2 #3B3B3B #506DAC
4 \\ 4 )
Typography
Headline 1
H1 48/60px | Helvetica
S ZRAN Y

H IIi 2 Large Session and Project Container Creator / Resource Creator Profile

H2 34/50px | Helvetica

Containers

Headline 3
H3 18/22px | Helvetica ™\
Sub Title
P 16/24px | Overpass Mono

)
Paragraph
P 14/24px | Overpass Mono \ J

Completely customizable and shiftable structure with existing component blocks.
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RED LINES

Mobile

32 16 16 16 32

vt .-

S-STUDENT
CREATIVE!

We are so happy to announce
that you have been selected
to be one of twelve members
in

A WARM WELCOME :)

258

35
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De

32

u nn Home Explore

sktop

157 55 55

Collectives Vv = A @ ] 60

80
1

S-STUDENT

EASY GOING

0 [[m=3] x

Session: Random

m Creator: Camm

MASON |

MHCI+D

526

24
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Cluster

All clusters are modular... grid rules are not followed

S-STUDENT

EASY GOING

37
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MYCO LIBRARY

= @

®0C

. (asrons
waKAmE

@lixiu.studio

This is a night belonging to the purple sand
craftsman, quiet, self-contained#fyp #teapot
#tea

hal sound - lixiu.studio  ori

MHCI+D

S-STUDENT

EASY GOING

[
q eCC

.
ason WALK AMIE

MYCO LIBRARY

@lixiu.studio

This is a night belonging to the purple sand
craftsman, quiet, self-contained#fyp #teapot

MHCI+D 38



Added to new cluster

LIFE OF A
PLANT

MARGOT

Love the idea of
humanizing plants!
Would need to
Workspace Cluster Som
could I use my
current footage to

The motif of the cluster is carried on throughout MYCO, including the workspace. Unlike the clusters in the 3 S O
library, workspace clusters are more card-like. Each workspace cluster is created by adding in content either

TOP B Prant Growisg Time Lapses Of 2

Collective:
7 1 1 1 1 1 Timelapsing video sample, specifically for ARCICRTIVEE
through dragging and dropping it from the library or by adding it to one of the nodes. ey
wancor
MARGOT
TOPIC: UNIQUE
PLANT CONTENT
SHOW & —
TELL ose: Nargo @
~
Do you have something I would like it if I
you're working on? can do something
Do tell... sideways related to
plants. Still would
like something
plant/garden themed
but also outside the
box. I also wouldn't
mind a cooler editing
style for my videos
> ) owrsm 3 ]
Added to existing cluster
TOP 8 Plant Growing Time Lapses Of 2020 -
8 W 1 61K 712
Timelapsing video sample, specifically
for plants.
. J A

LIFE OF A

MARGOT
4 '
Collective:
Timelapsing video sample, specifically ANSJERTIVES
TOPIC: UNIQUE for plants. «
PLANT CONTENT \ J
SHOW & TELL <
Whose: Margot @
Description
Do you have something I would like it if I MARGOT
you’re working on? can do something
Do tell... sideways related to Topic: Unique Plant
plants. Still would Content
like something SHOW & TELL whose: Margot
Upload drafts, ideas, or any plant/qarden themed
other content you'd like to but also outside the T
share with your session ;
box. I also wouldn’t

39
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DESIGN PRINCIPLES

DESIGN PROCESS

After completing our primary research, we developed four
design principles that we continuously referred to
throughout the design process.

GREATOR CREATOR SUPPORT RICHER

.01 CONTROL . ) RELATIONSHIPS

BEING FULLY

03 MAKING ROOM.
. TRANSPARENT

MHCI+D MHCI+D




Our team sketched 60 concepts based on our four design
principles. After a few rounds of affinitization and
narrowing down, we found ourselves excited about creating
a digital creator collective. This idea combined the top
five of our 60 sketches.

Once we put a stake around our digital creator collective

idea, we moved into sketching and wireframing to bring our
ideas to fruition. This section will highlight the stages

from beginning to end for MYCO’s most vital interactions:

the MYCO library and the Jam Session Workspace.

aaaaaaaaaaaaa
eeeeeeeeeeee

t creokacs %u featuredin,
A fomns 4 people in c.owwm"?a
\“3 spaxe,

yess
virtual

Creadols SNUY, Moy Gike eoub\é_ P
“ndatso macgoe Fouawmca_
REAT R eotol aud Nerseting, Dot jurs

TSt Shouldid 4n,
<au(q;%_q

NETWORK

PIVOT
PLANNER

Early sketches of the MYCO
library represented it as more
of a repository that contained
all uploaded content across

m couewniM Llevt/ Aughe Sgersec O
PR A

ThEecsTS — MYCO that creators would visit
- hamt for inspiration.
— @ O
MYCO Libraries
S ™
O = ooo

i

eeeeeeeeeeeeee



MYCO LIBRARY DESIGN PROCESS CONT’D

After feedback and refinement, the
MYCO library started to form

Projects

another shape (clusters) that
represented the "living"
personification our team imagined;
this included adding collectives
and jam sessions to demonstrate
collaborations in addition to the
uploaded content.

MYCO Library

We completed several iterations of

e ey
QO @ *

the living library clusters as our

S — — =iy DRG0 team tried to find the bridge
e 5~ | between displaying communities and

(==
po emamy | """" E projects within the library. Each of

these iterations either focused too
much on projects or collectives.

=| - |

[

45
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MYCO LIBRARY DESIGN PROCESS CONT’D

Finalized version of MYCO Library,
where we successfully built the
bridge between communities and
collaboration.

x Jorm v [=]0] @ [EEIE] v~ o w [ o

S-STUDENT: SESSION SKETCH CLUB

JAM SESSION WORKSPACE

The jam session workspace quickly
progressed from being a designated

Tﬁ::] # ??””Q‘”V Apanie ; place for projects to a place that
would breed inspiration,
collaboration, and overall a safe
::::: space for all members of MYCO and
O = individual collectives.
o Do 00FE (LpATEUES Lou/gwme;s

MHCI+D - 46



JAM SESSION WORKSPACE CONT’D JAM SESSION WORKSPACE CONT’D

) Finalized version of the jam
i [y Y session workspace.
MYCO Creatives Collectives MYCO Library The Workspace continued to develop ns P
as we continued iterating to =]
establish a space that would provide g i
— the best usability possible, and 8 8
H H
this included changing the prompt
card to exist within the workspace
. . . o+ 9] &8 B H)
instead of outside of it.
(T =Te] Com ) @
S (LEAvE sesston [5] myco LiBRARY | i ;.; [8] Myco LiBRARY . [50°]
Everyone pick one person, have u m n m
e o OB soxee b =
towards solving that problem.

\;ﬂ pkz'j;crg ’

NATIVE . ‘
PLANT. YARN BOMB

WALK A MILE

Everyone pick one

| NATIVE

ioe

facing, and then

e E
vy soing hat
problem. [aoEn| oo (D . wE<]
BROWSE =
LIBRARY x &
o @) ) : :
g H
H 3
v & % O
FEL]) v coe | @ [ <= ]o] @ @ .
T APt MYCO LIBRARY p— conrtere | Leave ) )
g = P We continued to make tiny but

000

helpful refinements to the

workspace, such as removing the
thick navigation bar to allow as
much working space as possible.

MYCO LIBRARY

|uGLY| AHATIN
SWEATER|_ ONE|
SITTING

2020 5= =4 3

ok ele = @) s e ole = )
oo e ) @ | EEIET [ - @

ofd -

Lo d

]
e e £8 [~
— o >
E ! Q &\
4 3
= =
= S
Q B Q
S T S
5 2
= =
= E ) e
o+ 6l & = 8 ) E o0 9] & = 8 )
® e e Tl EEED =N f )
i
n 2] UPLOAD | ...
Yarn bombing my —
garden
; ad
<
&
]
-
9
)
s
upLok H
AT ———
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